
CHAPTER OUTLINE  

I. The Great Society 

A. Closing the New Frontier 

1. LBJ quickly achieved the major domestic goals of 

JFK’s New Frontier 

2. Secured passage of promised $10 bil. tax cut 

3. Built on JFK’s program of aid to distressed areas 

through his “War on Poverty” 

4. Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 

a. Mandated loans for rural and small business 

development 

b. Created Office of Economic Opportunity  

c. Established work training program called the Job 

Corps 

d. Created Volunteers in Service to America, a domestic 

Peace Corps 

e. Provided low-wage jobs to young people, especially 

in urban areas 

f. Began work-study program to help college students 

g. Funded social programs that would be coordinated by 

local community groups 

5. Secured new civil rights legislation 

6. Civil Rights Act of 1964 

a. Created Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 

to eliminate job discrimination 

b. Prohibited racial discrimination in all public 

accommodations connected with interstate commerce, 

such as hotels and restaurants 

c. Title VII barred discrimination based on sex 

7. Freedom Summer effort to register blacks to vote in 

Mississippi met little support from the administration 

8. Administration refused to recognize racially diverse 

Freedom Democratic Party’s delegation at Democratic 

convention that summer 

9. Civil rights activists worried that LBJ would not 

support civil rights once he had won election in his own 

right 

B. The election of 1964 

1. Republicans nominated Barry Goldwater of Arizona 

a. Ran on new conservative ideas 

b. Democrats pictured him as fanatical, unpredictable, 

and reactionary 

c. Generally on the defensive throughout the campaign 

2. LBJ won stunning victory in Nov. 

3. Last time Democrats would win the White House by 

proposing extensive new domestic programs that tapped 

the power of the federal government 

4. Campaign marked the beginning of the Republican 

Party’s shift to the right 

C. Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society 

1. Array of federal programs designed to build a society 

that was wealthy “in mind and spirit” 

2. Some programs fulfilled dreams of previous 

Democrats 

a. Medicare and Medicaid harked back to Harry 

Truman’s effort to establish a system of national health 

insurance 

b. Department of Housing and Urban Development built 

on earlier plans for coordinating urban revitalization 

programs 

c. Voting Rights Act of 1965 seemed to complete the 

ongoing effort to end racial discrimination in political 

life 

3. Other proposals rested on the economic prosperity of 

the 1960s 

4. Model Cities Program improved urban renewal efforts 

5. Food Stamp program hoped to improve nutritional 

levels for the poor 

6. Head Start was to help children climb the educational 

ladder more quickly 

7. Federal aid to schools, especially in low-income 

neighborhoods 

8. Legal Services program would provide advice and 

access to the court system for those who could not 

afford private attorneys 

9. Designed to give people a “hand up” rather than a 

“hand out” 

D. Evaluating the Great Society 

1. Dramatic extension of Washington’s influence 

rekindled old debates about the use of national power 

2. LBJ’s extravagant rhetoric raised expectations that 

could not be met in a single presidency 

3. Expectation that economic growth would generate tax 

revenues to finance the new social programs collapsed 

as both the U.S. and world economies began to sputter 

during the late 1960s 

4. Even today observers disagree about the impact of the 

Great Society 

II. Escalation in Vietnam 



A. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

1. LBJ’s first strategy for dealing with Vietnam was to 

use air strikes against the North 

2. Drafted a congressional resolution authorizing strikes 

soon after assuming office, but needed rationale for 

submitting resolution 

3. Events in Gulf of Tonkin in Aug. 1964 provided 

rationale 

a. Apparent attacks on US naval vessels by North 

Vietnamese torpedo boats 

b. LBJ painted events as “unprovoked aggression” 

against US forces 

4. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution authorized LBJ to take “all 

necessary measures to repel armed attack”  

a. LBJ treated as tantamount to congressional 

declaration of war 

b. Cited as legal authorization for subsequent military 

action in Vietnam 

5. LBJ positioned himself as a cautious moderate during 

the election campaign of 1964 

a. Painted Goldwater as a dangerous extremist 

b. LBJ promised not to commit US troops to the land 

war in Vietnam 

6. As instability in Vietnam mounted, LBJ’s advisers 

offered conflicting advice 

a. McGeorge Bundy and Walt Rostow called for greater 

US escalation 

b. George Ball advised withdrawal 

c. Mike Mansfield called for Vietnam’s reunification as 

a neutral country 

d. Joint Chiefs of Staff provided differing military 

assessments and no clear guidance 

7. LBJ most worried about the political and diplomatic 

costs of a US pullout 

a. Wanted to protect Great Society 

b. Needed to back up American promises to South 

Vietnam 

8. LBJ decided he had no choice but to extend US 

involvement 

9. Operation Rolling Thunder initiated sustained 

bombing of North 

10. US ground troops also introduced 

B. The war widens 

1. War grew more intense throughout 1965 

2. Napalm, which charred both foliage and people, was 

used  

3. Every US escalation seemed to spur further escalation 

from North and NLF 

4. Ho Chi Minh became convinced that LBJ had little 

public backing for continuing the war 

5. Administration sent troops to remove the leftist 

government of the Dominican Republic in Apr. 1965 

and install a government favorable to the United States 

6. Success in Dominican Republic steeled 

administration’s determination to hold the line against 

communism in Vietnam 

7. Search and destroy missions against communist 

forces initiated, as well as introduction of more ground 

troops and increased bombing campaigns 

8. LBJ rejected advice to actually declare war, saying 

such a move might provoke the Soviet Union or China 

and arouse domestic opposition 

9. Instead, LBJ stressed his negotiation efforts and 

pretended that the war wasn’t a war 

10. US involvement steadily increased over the next 

three years 

11. Administration saw as “limited war”: goal was to 

contain the other side by waging a war of attrition 

12. Devastation of North Vietnam by American 

bombing won sympathy from around the world and 

spurred anti-American sentiment and demonstrations in 

other countries 

13. Administration also hounded by protesters at home 

14. Government in South Vietnam in precarious position 

C. The media and the war 

1. Despite LBJ’s efforts to sell the war to the American 

people, opposition continued to mount 

2. Because the war was not declared, the government 

had a hard time preventing information about it from 

being transmitted to the American people  

3. Television was especially potent medium for bringing 

the war into people’s living rooms 

4. LBJ came to equate any question or doubt about his 

policy with a lack of patriotism 

5. Antiwar protesters criticized what they saw as the 

media’s uncritical reporting on the war 

6. In time, the media did adopt a more critical tone 

7. Journalists came to talk of a war at home between 

“hawks” and “doves” 

8. Antiwar protesters began to challenge the structure of 

American politics and culture 

III. The War at Home 



A. A New Left 

1. Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) formed in 

1962 

a. Port Huron Statement pledged to attack the 

“loneliness, estrangement, isolation” of postwar 

American society 

b. Endorsed familiar causes like the fight against racial 

discrimination and some novel, more spiritual and 

personal ones 

2. New Left tried to distance itself from the Democratic 

Party and the old communist-inspired Left 

3. Called for “participatory democracy,” grassroots 

activities and institutions responsive to the  

wishes of local communities rather than the dictates of 

national elites 

4. Many white college students from the North became 

active in the civil rights movement 

5. Young students also began mobilizing on college 

campuses to push for greater freedoms for  

students and greater relevancy in their educational 

offerings 

6. Bitter strife rocked many campuses over Vietnam 

after 1965. 

B. The counterculture 

1. Multipronged alternative to mainstream culture that 

supported a number of ongoing causes, including the 

cooperative movement, environmentalism, and the fight 

against restrictions on lifestyle choices 

2. Media invariably highlighted only the most visible 

trappings of this insurgency 

3. Hippies, whose colorful, experimental approach to 

daily life defied traditional attitudes on clothing, hair 

styling, and sexuality, received bulk of attention 

4. Hippies portrayed as vanguard of a supposedly 

massive youth revolt 

5. Music and film industries came to cater specifically to 

young people 

6. Numerous consumer products came to be linked in 

advertising to imagery that suggested rebellious young 

people 

7. Media coverage of the counterculture sparked lively, 

increasingly bitter debates 

C. From civil rights to black power 

1. Sharp debate over the role of the media and its 

relationship to political insurgency began splintering the 

campaign against racial discrimination  

2. Media became forum for bitter arguments about what 

was increasingly being called a “racial crisis” 

3. Debate intensified after deadly riots in the Watts 

community in South-Central Los Angeles in the summer 

of 1965 

4. New Black Power movement emerged, led by 

Malcolm X 

5. Called for renewed pride in African American 

heritage and for economic reconstruction 

6. Established Organization of Afro-American Unity and 

explored alliances with other insurgent groups 

7. Assassinated in 1965, but remains a powerful symbol 

of militant politics and renewed pride in African 

American culture 

8. Black Power movement came to challenge, 

philosophically and tactically, the civil rights movement 

9. Black Panthers called for community self-defense 

against police brutality 

10. Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Fair Housing Act) 

a. Eliminate racial discrimination in the real estate 

market 

b. Contained loopholes and exemptions that weakened 

its effect 

c. Made it a crime to cross state lines in order to incite a 

riot 

D. 1968: The violence overseas 

1. Tet Offensive in early 1968 was psychological defeat 

for US 

a. Undercut LBJ’s claims about an imminent South 

Vietnamese-U.S. victory 

b. Led to calls for South Vietnamese to assume greater 

burden of the fighting 

c. Destroyed much of whatever political support LBJ 

still commanded among antiwar Democrats 

2. LBJ decided not to run for reelection 

3. Halted bombing of North Vietnam and promised to 

devote remaining time in office to seeking a peaceful 

end of the war 

E. 1968: The violence at home 

1. Martin Luther King, Jr. assassinated in Apr. 1968 

2. Sparked violence across the country 

3. Robert F. Kennedy assassinated in June 1968 

4. Republican convention in Miami wracked with 

violence 

5. Violence at the Democratic convention was 

widespread 



a. Protest against nomination of Vice President Hubert 

Humphrey, who supported the administration’s war 

policy 

b. Majority of Americans supported the use of force to 

quash the violent demonstrations 

F. The election of 1968 

1. Republicans nominated Richard M. Nixon 

2. George Wallace ran on American Independent Party 

ticket 

a. Militantly against civil rights legislation 

b. Running mate was Curtin LeMay 

3. Nixon won narrow victory 

IV. The Nixon Years, 1969-1974 

A. The economy 

1. Nixon’s presidency coincided with a series of 

economic problems unthinkable only a decade earlier 

2. Massive wartime expenditures brought an end to the 

growth of the previous two decades 

3. LBJ had concealed true cost of war from even his 

own advisers 

4. Nixon sought to check rampant inflation by reducing 

government expenditures, but with little luck 

5. Meanwhile, unemployment soared to 6 percent by 

1971 and prices rose as well 

6. Economy in state of “stagflation,” with both 

unemployment and inflation were rising 

7. US ran its first trade deficit in 1971 

8. “New economic policy” in summer of 1971 mandated 

a 90-day freeze on wage increases and prices, to be 

followed by government monitoring to detect 

“excessive” increases in either 

9. Took nation off gold standard, devaluing the dollar 

and reducing the price of American goods in the world 

market, in 1973 

10. Did little to improve the deteriorating of US trade 

balances 

B. Social policy 

1. Nixon proposed drastic overhaul of welfare system 

2. Replace existing welfare programs, including 

controversial Aid to Families with Dependent Children, 

with new Family Assistance Plan to provide all families 

with a guaranteed annual Income 

3. Would provide aid to all low-income families, not just 

those with special circumstances 

4. Attracted only tepid support 

a. Conservatives denounced it as too expensive 

b. Advocates for poor saw it as too meager 

5. Administration abandoned once it became obvious 

Congress would not go along 

6. Congress did approve of Nixon’s revenue-sharing 

plan, which returned a certain percentage of tax dollars 

to state and local governments in the form of block 

grants 

7. Democrats in Congress pushed through some 

expansions of existing programs 

8. During Nixon years, federal government’s spending 

for social welfare actually rose 

C. Environmentalism 

1. Environmental crusade focused on improving 

people’s health and on maintaining an ecological 

balance 

2. Concerns about effects of pesticides, air pollution, 

industrial pollution of water supplies, atomic testing, 

and the proliferation of nuclear power plants 

3. Environmental Defense Fund created in 1967 

4. First Earth Day celebrated in 1970 

5. Administration took environmental issues seriously 

6. Established the Environmental Protection Agency 

7. Signed major environmental legislation 

a. Resources Recovery Act of 1970 

b. Clean Air Act of 1970 

c. Water Pollution Control Act of 1972 

d. Pesticides Control Act of 1972 

e. Endangered Species Act of 1973 

D. Controversies over rights 

1. Debate over how to define the federal government’s 

responsibility to protect constitutional rights 

accompanied new social and environmental concerns 

2. Supreme Court became embroiled in controversy over 

how to define individual rights 

3. Miranda v. Arizona (1966) protected the rights of 

persons accused of a crime 

4. Sparked conservative backlash 

5. Nixon appointed Republican loyalist Warren Burger 

as Chief Justice as well as three associate justices 

6. Court ruled in Dandridge v. Williams (1970) that state 

laws capping the amount paid to welfare recipients did 

not violate the Constitution’s guarantee of equal 

protection 

7. Court also worked to protect the right to safety in the 

workplace, the right to safe consumer products, and the 

right to a healthy environment 

8. Newly energized women’s rights movement also 



began pushing another set of issues 

9. National Organization for Women backed the Equal 

Rights Amendment 

a. Would explicitly guarantee women the same legal 

rights as men 

b. Passed by Congress in 1972 and quickly ratified by 

more than half the states 

c. Then became controversial 

d. Ultimately failed to attain approval from the three-

quarters of states required to win  

ratification 

10. In Roe v. Wade (1973) the Supreme Court ruled that 

a state making abortion a criminal offense violated a 

women’s right of privacy 

11. Right to Life movement emerged in opposition to 

Court’s decision 

12. Feminist groups made the issue of individual choice 

in reproductive decisions a principal rallying point in 

their campaign to protect abortion rights 

13. Nixon administration presided over period of 

division and increasing polarization in American society 

and did not accomplish the president’s goal of bringing 

the nation together 

V. Foreign Policy under Nixon and Kissinger 

A. Détente 

1. Administration worked to ease tensions with the 

Soviet Union and China 

2. Belief was that as those nations worked to improve 

their relationship with the US, they would reduce their 

support for North Vietnam 

3. Arms-control talks were priority in U.S.-Soviet 

relations 

4. Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) opened in 

1969 

a. Limited further development of both antiballistic 

missiles and offensive intercontinental ballistic missiles 

b. Impact on arms race negligible because it said nothing 

about the number of warheads that each missile could 

carry 

5. Nixon visited China in 1972 and dropped opposition 

to its representation at the UN 

6. US and China exchanged formal diplomatic missions 

in 1973 

B. Vietnamization 

1. Administration decided to withdraw US ground 

troops while stepping up air war and intensifying 

diplomatic efforts to reach a settlement 

2. Nixon Doctrine, announced in July 1969, pledged that 

the United States would provide military assistance to 

anticommunist governments in Asia but would require 

them to provide their own military forces 

3. Nixon and Kissinger accelerated both the ground and 

air wars by launching new offensives in South Vietnam 

and by approving a military incursion into ostensibly 

neutral Cambodia 

4. Incursion into Cambodia led to demonstrations and 

deaths at home 

5. Revelations of the My Lai incident also contributed to 

spreading discontent with the war 

a. Involved US troops and assault against women and 

children in 1968 

b. Became public in 1969 and sparked new public 

discussions over US policy 

6. Administration widening war in Cambodia and Laos 

in 1970 and 1971 

7. Conflict eventually destabilized all of Indochina 

8. Administration resumed bombing of North Vietnam 

and authorized the mining of its harbors in the spring of 

1972 

9. Christmas bombing of Dec. 1972 was heaviest 

bombing in US history 

10. Americans were tiring of the war and urged the 

administration to negotiate a US withdrawal 

11. Paris Peace Accords in Jan 1973 provided for 

withdrawal of US troops 

12. South Vietnamese government continued to fight, 

though it was growing increasingly demoralized and 

ineffectual 

13. In Apr. 1975, South Vietnam collapsed, bringing 

America’s longest war to an end 

C. The aftermath of war 

1. War divided the American public like no previous 

issue, foreign or domestic 

2. Led to finger pointing and accusations of who was to 

blame for the nation’s loss 

3. Agreement that there should be “no more Vietnams” 

4. Nation could not undertake another military 

involvement that lacked clear and compelling political 

objectives, demonstrable public support, and the 

provision of adequate means to accomplish the goal 

D. Expanding the Nixon Doctrine 



1. Nixon and Kissinger extended premise of doctrine to 

other areas of the world beyond Vietnam 

2. US came increasingly to rely on pro-U.S. 

anticommunist allies to police their own regional 

spheres 

3. US would not send troops to oppose revolutionary 

insurgencies but would generously aid anticommunist 

regimes or factions willing to fight their own battles 

4. During early 1970s, US Cold War strategy came to 

rely on supporting staunchly anticommunist regional 

powers 

5. Critics increasingly warned that the United States, in 

the name of anticommunism, too often wedded its 

diplomatic fortunes to questionable covert actions and 

unpopular military governments 

VI. The Wars of Watergate 

A The election of 1972 

1. Nixon’s advisers worried that economic troubles and 

the war in Vietnam might deny him another term 

2. Committee to Re-Elect the President (CREEP) 

secretly raised millions of dollars in campaign money, 

much of it from illegal contributions 

3. As campaign wore on, Nixon’s chances improved 

4. Democratic nominee, George McGovern, never 

seriously challenged Nixon 

5. Nixon won easy victory, carrying virtually every 

traditionally Democratic voting group except African 

Americans 

B. Nixon pursued 

1. In winning the election, the president’s team left a 

trail of crime and corruption that cut short Nixon’s 

second term 

2. Burglars caught breaking into Democratic Party’s 

headquarters in June 1972 had ties to CREEP and the 

White House 

3. Publicly, administration denounced the break-in as 

insignificant; privately, it launched a cover up 

4. Damage contained during the campaign, but after the 

election events overtook the president 

5. Congress and the Justice Department both pursued 

evidence of administration involvement 

C. Nixon’s final days 

1. The US legal-constitutional system closed in on 

Nixon during the summer of 1974 

2. Supreme Court declared in US v. Nixon that the 

president had to turn over recordings of his White House 

conversations 

3. House Judiciary Committee voted three formal 

articles of impeachment against Nixon 

a. Obstruction of justice 

b. Violation of constitutional liberties 

c. Refusal to produce evidence requested during the 

impeachment process 

4. Nixon vowed to fight these accusations in the Senate 

5. His own aides, though, began orchestrating his 

departure 

a. One of his attorneys discovered evidence proving 

Nixon had authorized the cover up 

b. Secretary of defense ordered military commanders to 

ignore any order from the president unless the secretary 

had countersigned it 

6. Abandoned by his own party, Nixon announced his 

resignation on 8 Aug. 1974 

7. Succeeded by Gerald R. Ford 

8. Memories and concern about Watergate have faded 

with time 

 


